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DISCOURSE, &c. 


2 Cor. v. 17. 


Ves Man bein Chriſt, be is a new Crea- 
ture. 


1.1. s there then Sin, in him that is in Cuntsr ? 
Does Sin remain in one that believes in bim? 


Ramey i 2» 2 Fave of (Os woman mand, 


; 
! 


RT ET 


[4] N 
| there was no Room for diſputing concerning it, as | 
all Chriftians were agreed. And ſo far as I have 
ever obſerved, the whole Body of antient Chriſtians, 
who have left us any thing in writing, declare witk 
one Voice, That even BeHNevers in CARISTT, till 
they are Prong in the Lord and in the power of his Might, 
have need to wreJfi/e with Fleſh and Blood, with an evil 
Nature, as well as with Principalities and Powers, 


A 


3. And herein our own Chureh, (as indeed in | 
moſt Points) exactly Copies after the Primitive; de- 
claring (in her Ninth Article) Original Sin is 
the Corruption of the Nature of everyMan, whereby 
Man is in his own Nature inclined to Evil, ſo that 
the Fleſh luſteth contrary to the Spirit. And 
this Infection of Nature doth remain, yea, in them 
that are regenerated ; whereby the Luſt of the Fleſh 
called in Greek 98 1ua oapte';, is not ſubject to the 
Law of Gop. And altho” there is no Condemna- 
ion for them that believe, yet this Luſt hath of it. 
ſelf the Nature of Sin.” * : | 
4 The fone Ten in is given by all other 
r Not only by the Greet and Romiſh , ' 
Church, but by every ref-rmed Church in Europe, of 
whatever Denomination. Indeed ſome of theſe 
ſeem to carry the Thing too far: So deſcribing | 
the Corruption of Heart in a Believer, as ſcares 
to allow that he has Dominion over it, but rather 
is in bondage thereto. And by this Meaus ther“ 
leave hardly any Diſtinction, between a Believer and 
an Unbeliever. 


5. To avoid this Extreme, many well. meaning 
Men, particularly thoie under the Direc.zon of : 
late 


y 
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hn 


late Count Zinzendorf, ran into another; 


E 


— rn ins ter; ming, 
the Dominion of Sin, but from the Being of inward 
as well as outward Sin, fo that it no longer re- 
mains in them. And from them, about twenty 
Years ago, many of our Cduntrymen imbibed the- 
fame Opinion, That even the Corruption of Na- 
22 1 OR BP EEE AY? 


6. It is true, tat whew the Grace itt wh 


upon this Head, they ſoon allowed, (many of 


them at leaſt) That Sin did ſtill remain in 2e 
Fleſb, but not in the Heart of a Believer.” And after 


a Time, when the Abſurdity of this was ſhewn, 
they fairly gave up the Point: Allowing, That 


Sin did ſtill remain, though RENT 
born of Gon. | 


7. es who hed e N 
(ſome directly, ſome at ſecond or third Hand) were 


not ſo eaſily prevailed upon, to part with a fa- 
vourite Opinion. And even when the generality of 


them were convinged, it was utterly indefenſi- 


ble, a few could not be perſuaded to give it up, but 
maintain it to this Day. | | 


II. 1. For the Sake of theſe, who really fear God,. 
and deſire to know the Truth as it is in Jeu, it 
may not be amiſs, to confider the Point with Calm 
neſs and Impartiality. In doing this, I uſe indif-- 
ferently the Words Regenerate, Fuſtified or Believers : 
Since tho? they have not preciſely the fame Mean-- 
ing, (the firſt-implying an inward, actual Change, 
the ſecond a relative one, and the third, the Means. 
whereby both the one and the . 


4 3 


ORE nm We all 
| agree and earneſtly maintain, He that cammitteth Sin is 
of the Devil. We agree, Wheſcever is born of GOD 


dren of Gon? Whether Sin will continue in the 
Soul, as lg 45 it continues in the Body? Nor yet 
ve whether a juſtified Perſon, may 
relapſe either into inward or outward Sin ? But fim- 
ply this, Is a juſtified or regenerate Man freed from 
all Sin, a: ſoon as he is juſtified ? Is there then no Sin 


in his Heart ? Nor ever after, unleſs he fall from 


Grace 3 


4. We allow, that the State of a juſtified Perſon 
great and glorious. He is lor! again 


CY 


of of Blog, nor of the Flee, nor of the Will of Man, bur 


of G O'D. He is a Child of Gon, a Member of 
Carr, an Heir of the Kingdom of Heaven. The 
Peace of GOD which paſſeth all Underflandin 


heepetb his Heart and Mind in Chrift Fejus. His very 


Body is a Temple of the Hoh Ghof, and an Hatita 
wy COD tbrergh the Spiri. He is created anew in 


Cris 


„ 


| 
| 
| 
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— | 
may always do) he werb GOD in Spirit and in 


Truth, Hehkeepeth the Commandments 

; GOD 

— Ser 

. a Conſcience void of Offence, toward Gad 
toward Man. And he has Power both over 


outward and inward 
nw Sin, even from the Moment 


III. „ — 
f | then freed fron 
_— 13 
Lemans it : becauſe St. Peel ſays the con- 
4 lufteth again the Spirit, and tragic 
theſe are contrary the one the other. Gal. v. 17 


Nothing can be more expreſs. The Apoſtle here 


Gralily alfeme, That to If, ew Moan, op- 


poles the Spirit. even in Believers ; 


the one to the other. 


2. 
. 
1 Cor. i. 2. he 1 e. 
N 
T ſbiritua/, „ = 
r 


n 2 * 
v Envying and Strife, are ye net carnal? ch. iii. 


ver. 13. Now here the Apoſtle 
anqueſtionably Believers, whom in the ſame 


. 
Breath he ſtiles his Brethren in Cun157, as being ſtill 
in a Meaſure carnal. He affirms, there was crying 


(an evil Temper) occafroning Strife among them, and 


lot their Faith. Nay, he manifeſtly declares, 


They had not ; for then they would not have been 


| Babes in C ri. And (what is moſt remarkable of 
all) he ſpeaks of being carnal and Babes in Chrif, 
as one and the fame Thing: Plainly ſhewing 


that every Believer is (in a Degree) carnal, while he 


is only a Bebe in Chriſt. 


3. 6 That there are two 
contrary Principles in Believers, Nature and Grace, 
the Fleſh and the Spirit, runs through all the E- 
piſtles of St. Paul, yea, through all the Holy 
Seriptures : Almoſt all the Directions and Exhor- 

tations therein, are founded on this Suppoſition: 


ſpired Writers to be Believers. And they are 
exhorted to fight 


them. 


the Angel of the Church of Epheſus, when our 
Loup faid to him, I know thy Warts, and thy La- 


my Name'-Sahe hoſt laboured and haſt not fainted. 
Rev. it. 2, 3, 4. But was there meantime no Sin 
in is Heart ? Yea, or Cunisr would not have 


r 


continually with and conquer 
theſe, by the Power of the Faith which was in 


- 4. of who con drake, but dare was Frith bn 


Kur, and thy Patience. Thou baft Patience, and for | 


) 
£ 


191 
ingly he is exhorted to repent.) And yet we have 
no Authority to ſay, that even then he had ne 
Faith. 


5, Nay, the Angel of the Church at Pergamer 
alſo, is exhorted to repent, which implies Sin, tho" 
our Lon p exprefly ſays, Th:u haft not deniedmy Faith, 
Ver.13, 16. And to the Angel of the Church in Sardis, 


he ſays, Strengthen the Things which remain that are. 


ready to die. The Good which remained was ready 
t die; but was not actually dead, Chap. ii. 2. So 
there was till a Spark of Faith even in Him; 


which he is accordingly commanded to bo/d fat. 
Ver. 3. 


6, Guns nee. When the Apoftle exhorts Be- 


| lievers, to cleanſe themſelves from all Filthine/s of 
Fleh and Spirit, (2 Cor. viii. 1.) he plainly teaches, 


That thoſe Believers were not yet cleanſed there- 
from. Will you anſwer, * He that eine from 
all Appearance of Evil, does ip facto cleanſe him- 
ſelf from all Filthineſs.” Not in any wiſe. For 
Inſtance: A Man reviles me. I feel Reſentment; 
which is Filtbine/s of Spirit, Yet I ſay not a Word. 
Here I aftain from all Appearance of Evil. But this 


does not cleanſe me . 
as I experience to my Sorrow. 


7. And as this Poſition, There is no Sin in a 


Believer, no carnal Mind, no Bent to Baek- 


is thus contrary to the Word of Gov, fo it is to 


the Experience of his Children. Theſe contmually 
feel an Heart bent to back-ſliding, a natural'Ten- 
dency to Evil; a Pronenefs- to depart from G05, 


5 
4 
. 
* 
" 
J 
"I 
oy 
, 
J 
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and cleave to the Things of Earth. They are daily 
ſenſible of Sin remaining in their Heart, Pride, Self- 
will, Uabelief : And of Sin cleaving to all they 


ſpeak and do, even their beſt Actions, and holieſt 
Duties. Yet at the ſame Time they ln that they 


are of GOD; they cannot doubt of it for a Mo- 


ment. They feel bis Spirit clearly witneſſing with 
their Spirit, that they are the Children of GOD. They 
rejoice is GOD through Chr Ve, by whom they 
bave now received the Atonement. So that they are 
equally aſſured, that Sin is in them, and that Chrif 


_ 3s in them the Hope of Glory. 


$. % But can Cunts r be in the fame Heart where 
Sin is?“ Undoubtedly he can. Otherwiſe it never 
could be faved therefrom. Wha the Tiiknrk Ins 


W 


Wes withia, 
Striving till he caſt out Sin. 


CnnisT indeed cannot reigu, where Sin reigns : 
neither will he dell where any Sin is a/lowed.- But 
he i and dwells in the Heart of every Behever, 
who is fighting againſt all Sin; although it be 104 
yet purified, eee ts the Pur eto ofthe San 
Fuary. 


ea the agge- 
fite Doctrine, „That there is no Sin in Believ- 
ers, is quite New in the Church of Cunisr: That 
it was never heard of for ſeventeen hundred Years, 
never till it was diſcovered by Count Zinzendorf. I 


3 do not remember to have ſeen the leaſt mm" 


! 

of it, either in any Antient or Modern Writer: 
Unleſs perhaps in ſome of the wild, ranting Anti- 
nomians. And theſe likewiſe fay and unſay, ac- 
knowledging, there is Sin in their Pia, although 
no Sin in their Heart. But whatever Doctrine 1s 
wer muſt be wrong: For the Old Religion is the only 
true one. And no Doctrine can be right, un- 
leſs it is the very ſame which was from ihe Begin- 
Ng. | | | 


10. One Argument more againſt this New, un- 
ſcriptural Doctrine, may be drawn from the dread- 
ful Conſequences of it. One ſays, I felt An- 
ger To-day.” Muſt I reply, Then you have no 
Faith? Another ſays, I know what you adviſe 
is Good. But my Will is quite averſe to it.” Muſt 
I tell him, Then you are an Unbehever, under the 
Wrath and the Curſe of Gop ? What will be the 
natural Conſequence of this? Why, if he believe 
what I fay, his Soul will not only be grieved and 
wounded, but perhaps utterly deſtroy d: Ina 
much as he will c away that Confidence, which bath 
great Recompence of Reward. And having caſt away his 
Shield, how ſhall he quench the fiery Darts of the 
Wicked One ? How ſhall he overcome the World ? 
Seeing this is the Victory that overcometh the Verla, 


him captive at their Will ? Vea, if B 
one Wickedneſs to another, and never ſee 
any more? —— I cannot therefore by any 
receive this Aﬀertion, That there is no Sin in a 
Believer from the Moment he is juſtified ; firſt, Be- 
cauſe it is contrary to the whole Tenor of Scrip- 
ure; fecondly, becauſe it is contrary to the Ex- 


> 
[ 
| 
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of the Children of God. Thirdly, Be- 


cauſe it is abſolutely New, never heard of in the 


World till Yeſterday ; and laſtly, becauſe it is na- 


turally attended with the meſt fatal Conſequences ; 


not only grieving thoſe whom Gop had not griev- 
ed, but perhaps dragging them into everlaſting Per- 
Gti 


IV. 1. However, let us give a fair Hearing to 
the chief Arguments, of thoſe who endeavour to 


ſupport it. And it is, firſt, from Scripture they 
attempt to prove, that there is no Sin in a Be- 
lever. They argue thus. The Scripture ſays, 
Every Believer is rn of GOD, is clean, is holy, is 
 Jantiified ; is pure in Heart, has a new Heart, is a 


Temple of the Hol r Gnosr. Now, as that which 


it born of the Fleſp is Fleſh, is altogether Evil, ſo that 


tubich is born of the Spirit, is Spirit, is altogether 


Good. Again; a Man cannot be clean, ſanctified, 
holy, and at the ſame Time unclean, unſanctified, 
unholy. He cannot be pure and impure, or have a 
new and an old Heart together. Neither can his 


— be unkety, whale it is a Temple of the 
Hor r Gnosr.“ 


1 have: put 'this ObjeRtion as. Gong. 2s palite, 


chat its full Weight may appear. Let us now 


examine it, Part by Part. And 1. That which is 
born of the Spirit, is Spirit, is altogether Good.” I 


allow the Text, but not the Comment. For the 
Text affirms this, and no more, That every Man 
who is bers of the Spirit, is a ſpiritual Man. He is 
fo. But fo he may be, and yet not not be 

1 The 1 were 


co: ts I ww cw e .-t 


* a = aa. ht. as 2 yn NE 


they St. Paul ſays, 
No. even then Babes in Cuntsr. 2. 
. clean, ſanct i ad, holy, and at 
the ſame Time wnc/can, anſanfified, unholy.” In- 
deed bahay, So the Corinthians were. 17 are 


d, fays the Apoſtle, ye are ſandified : _y 


cleanſed from EY 4m. + —— 


not inwardly cleanſed from Envy, Evil-ſurmiſing, 


% But ſure they had not a new 


- Heart, and an old Heart together.” It is moſt 


— 1 8 — * i 


That they were Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, is certain. 
1 Cr. vi. 19.) And it is equally certain, they 
were, in ſome Degree, carnas, that is, unboly. 


ſure, they had. For at that very Time, their 
Hearts were truly, yet not entirely renewed. Their 
carnal Mind was nailed to the Croſs. Yet it was 
not wholly deſtroyed. *©* But could they be 2. 
doch, while they were Temples of the Holy Ghoſt = Ves, 


2. However, there is one Seripture more, 
which will put the Matter out of Queſtion, Fay 
Man be (a Believer) in Chrif, he is 4 new Creature. 
Old Things are paſt away: behold all Things are become 


ai, 2 Cor. v.17. Now, certainly a Man cannot 


be a c Creature and an ald Creature at once.” Yes, 
he may. He may be partly renewed, which was the 
very Caſe with thoſe at Corinth. They were doubt- 
lefs renewed in the Spirit of their Mind, or they could 


bod wal hag oi —_ avoby od 
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they exvied one another. Zut it is ſaid expreſly, 

Old Things are paſt amay: all Things are become 
ac.” But we muſt not ſo interpret the Apoſtle's 
Words, as to make him contradi& himſelf. And if | 
we will make him conſiſtent with himſelf, the plain 
Meaning of the Words is this. His % Judgment 
(conceraing Juſtification, Holineſs, Happineſs, in- 
deed concerning the Things of God in general) is 
now paſt away. So are his o Defires, Deſigns, Af- 
Jeftions, Tempers and Converſation. All theſe are un- 
deniably becogre new, greatly changed from what 
they were. And yet, though they are new, they are 
not wholly new, Still he feels, to his Sorrow and 
Shame, Remains of the Old Man, too manifeſt 
Taints of his former Tempers and Affections, a 
Law in his Members, which frequently fights a- | 
. gainſt that Law of his Mind: though it cannot 
222288 ever ham, as long as he watches 
unto Prayer. 


| 5: This whale Argument, If he is clean, he 
15 clean,” if he is holy, he is holy: land 


* 


from a Particuler to a General; of inferring a Ge- 
neral Concluſion, from particular Premiſſes. Pro- 
poſe the Sentence entire, and it runs thus: „ If | 
he is holy at all, he is holy a/together.” That does ' 
not follow: every Babe in Cna1is T is holy, and 
yet not altogether ſo. He is ſaved from Sin ; yet 
not intirely : it remains, though it does not reign. 
e Babes at leaſt, 
whaweer by the Cat with young Men, or Fathers) 3 


„ ˙ * — 


ry 
* 
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The Guilt is one Thing, the Power another, and 


= E._ EE 6. & aft tut 
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Gow; (even the Law of Love, laid down by St. 


Paul in the thirteenth of Corinthians) and that every 
avouids Diſconformity to, or Deviation from 
this Law, is Sin. Now, is there no Diſconformaty 
to this in the Heart or Life of a Believer? What 
may be in an adult Chriſtian is another Queſtion. 
But what a Stranger muſt he be to Human Na- 
ture, who can poſlibly imagine, that this is the Caſe 
with every Babe in CarisT ? 


' 4, ©* But Believers alt after the Spirit.“ Rom. 
viii. 2. and the Spirit of Gop dwwe//s in them. Con- 
ſequently they are delivered from the Guilt, the 
Power, or in one Word, the Being of Sin. 


Theſe are coupled together, as if they were the 
ſame Thing. But they are not the ſame Thing. 


from the Gui/t and Power of Sin we allow; that 
they are delivered from the Being of it we deny. 
Nor does it in any wiſe follow from theſe Texts. A 
man may have the Spirit of God dwelling in him, 
and may walk after the Spirit, the” he ſtill feels the 
Hai lufting againſt the Spirit. 


5- » But the Church is the Body of Chrift, Col. 1 


24. This implies, That its Members are wathed 
from all Filthinefs. Otherwiſe it will follow, chat 


| ® What follows for ſome Pages is an Anſwer to a Paper j 
Publiſhed in the Chriſtian's Magazine, p. 57 7—532, I] am fur. 
prized Mr. Dodd, ſhould give ſuch a Paper a Place in his Maga- 


zine, which is directiy contrary to our Niath Article, 


Cunt, 


[6] 
Cnnizy and Bella are incorporated with each o- 
Gar.” 


Nay, It will not follow from hence, © Thoſe who 
are the myſtical Body of Chars, ſtill feel the 
Fleſh luſting againſt the Spirit,“ that CurrsT has 
any Fellowſhip with the Devil, or with that Sin 
which he enables them to refit and overcome. 


G. * But are not Chriſtians come to the braventy 
Feruſalem,where netbing defiled can enter ?”* Heb. xii. 
22. Yes; and to an innumerable Compuny of Angeli, 
aud i the Spirits of juft Men mads per act: that is, 


Earth and Heaven all agree ; 
All his One great Family. 


And they are likewiſe holy and and2f/:4, while 
they waſk after the Spirit: although ſenfible, there 
is another Principle in them, and that theſe are con- 
trary © ated aloe, 


-. 4k „ But Chriſtians are-reconciled to GOD. Now 
this could not be, if any of the carnal Mind re- 
mained : for this is Enmity againſt Gon. Conſe- 
quently, no Reconciliation can be „5 bue by 
— 


We as wade > GOD thro the Blud of 
' the Oe. And in that Moment, the glue 
cenie, the Corruption of Nature, which is Entity 
with GOD, is put under our Fect. The Fleſh has no 
are Dom s over us. But it till : And it is 
fill in its Nature Enmity with Goo, luiting againft 
his 8 - it . 


8. By 


"M0 


[wp] 


$. * But they that are Chriff's bat erncified the 
Fleh, with its Affefions and Lufts."* Gal. v. 24. They 
have ſo: Yet it remains in them fill, and often 
Struggles to break from the Croſs. © Nay, but 
they have put off the old Man with bis Deeds.” Col. de. 
9. They have: and in the Senſe above deſcribed, 
4% Thing are paſſed away ; all Things are become new, 
An hundred Texts may be cited to the ſame Effect. 
And they will all admit of the fame Anſwer. 
« But, to fay all in one Word, Chrift gave himſelf 
for the Church, that=—=it might be holy and without 
blemiſp.”* Eph. v. 25, 27. And fo it will be in the. 
End : but it never was yet, from the Beginning to 
this Day. 


9, „ But let Experience ſpeak. All who are jufti- 
fied do at that Time find an abſolute Freedom from 
all Sin.” That I doubt: But if they do, do they 
find it ever after ? Elſe you gain nothing. If 
they do not, it is their own Fault.“ That remains 
to be proved. 

10. © But, in the very Nature of Things, Can a: 


Man have Pride in him, 6 ? Anger, 
and yer nar be angyy 7 © N 


A Man may have Pride in him; may think of him- 
ſelf in /ome Particulars above what he ought to think, 


(and fo be proud in that Particular) and yet not be 


a proud Man, in his general Character. He may 


B. 3. have 


. Reſentment I feel is not yielded to, even for a Mo- 


[ 18 ] 

dave Anger in him, yea and a firong Propenſity to 
furious Anger, without giving Way to it. © But 
can Anger and Pride be in that Heart, where any 
Meekneſs and Humility are felt?“ No: But ſome 
Pride and Anger may be in that Heart, where there 


is nuch Humility and Meekneſs. 


It avails not to ſay, Theſe Tempers are there, 


| burthey do not reign. For Sin cannot, in any Kind 
Or 


ree; exiſt where it does not reign. For Guilt 
and Power are eſſential Properties of Sin. There- 
fore where one of them is, all muſt be.” 


Strange indeed! * Sin cannot in any Kind or De- 


gree, exiſt where it does not reign ?“ Abſolutely 


contrary this to all Experience, all Scripture, all 
Common Senſe. Reſentment of an Affront is Sin. 
Itis Abele, Diſconformity to the Law of Love: 
This has exiſted in me a thouſand times. Yet it did 


not, and ddes not reign. But Guilt and Peter are eſſen- 


tial Properties of Sin: Therefore where one is, all 
muſt be.” No In the Inftance before us, if the 


ment, there is no Gzi/t at all, no Condemnation 
it has no Power : though it Jufeth againſt the Spirit it 
cannot prevail. Here therefore, as in ten thouſand 
Inſtances, there is Sin, without either Gui/? or 


Power, 


11. But 


<p 


9 "F I . WW * 


| raging. It implies the contending with a Power, 


cify him. As little does it imply, That Sin ** main- 


1191 
11. „ But the ſuppoſing. Sin in a Believer is 


that has the Poſſeſſion of our Strength, maintain's 
his Uſurpation of our Hearts, and there Proſecutes 
the War in Defiance of our Redeemer.” Not fo. 
The ſuppoſing Sin is in us, does not imply, that it 
has the Poſſeſſion of our Strength : No more than a 
Man crucified has the Poſſeſſion of thoſe that cru- 


tains its Uſurpation of our Hearts. The Uſurpet 
is dethroned. He remains indeed where he once 


| reigned ; but remains in Chains, So that he does, 


in ſome Senſe <** proſecute the War,“ yet. he grows 


From Strength. to Strength, conquering and to 


conquer. 


12. „ I am not ſatisfied yet. He that has Sin 


in him, is a ſlave to Sin. Therefore you ſuppoſe _ 


+ Man to be juſtified, while he is a flave to Sin. 


Now if you allow, Men may be juſtified, while they 


have Pride, Anger or Unbelief in them; nay if 
you aver, Theſe are (at leaſt, for a time) in all 
that are juſtified : What wonder that we have fo 
many proud, angry, unbelieving Believers 2” 


I do not ſuppoſe any Man- who is juſtified, is 
a Slave to Sia. Yet I do ſuppoſe, Sin remains (at 
lea 
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leaſt for a Time) in all that are juſtified. * But if 
Sin remains in a Believer, he is a finfull- Man: If 
Pride,” for Inftance, then he is proud: If Self-will, 


then he is ſelf-willed ; if Unbelief, then he is an 


Unbeliever ; conſequently, no Believer at all. How 
then does he differ from Unbelievers, from un- 
regenerate Men?“ 


This is ſtill mere playing upon Words. It 


means no more than, If there is Sin, Pride, Self- 


And this Nobody can deny. In that Senſe then he 
is proud or felf-willed. But he is not proud 
or ſelf-willed in the ſame Senſe, that Unbe- 
| Hevers are, that is, governed by Pride or Self-will. 


obey Sin ; he does not. Fleſh is in them both. 
But they wall after the Ni: He walt, after the 
_ Spirit. | 

« But how can Unbelief be in a Believer ?* That 


Word has two Meanings. It means either 20 Faith, 
or little Faith; either the 4/ence of Faith, or the 


Weakneſs of it. In the former Senſe, Unbelief is 


not in a Believer : In the latter, it is in all Babes. 
Their Faith is commonly mixt with Doubt or Fear, 
that is (in the latter Senſe) with Unbelief. 7#5y 
are ye fearful, ſays our Lonp, O ye of little Faith, 
Again, O thou if little Faith, wherefire didft thou doubt ? 


and much Unbelief, 


You ſee here was Unbelief in Believers : little Faith 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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13. © But this Doctrine, That Sin remains in a 
Believer, That a Man may be in the Favour of 
Gov, while he has Sin in his Heart, certainly tends 
to encourage Men in Sin. Underſtand the 
Propoſition right, and no ſuch Conſequence fol- 
lows. A Man may be in Gop's Favour though he 
feel Sin; but not if he yie/ds to it. Having Sin does 
not forfeit the Favour of Gop ; giting Way t Sin, 
does. Though the Fleſh in you /uf againft the Spirit, 
you may ſtill be a Child of Gov. But if you walk: 


 efter the Flaſb, you are a Child of the Devil. Now, 


this Doctrine does not incourage to obey Sin, but to 


rell it with all our Might. 


V. 1. The Sum of all is this. There are in 


St. Paul, the Fleſt and the Spirit. Hence altho* 
even Babes in CurrsT are ſanfified, yet it i 
only in part. In a Degree, according to the Meaſure | 


of their Faith, they are Spiritual; yet in a De- 
gree, they are Carna/, Accordingly, Believers 


are continually exhorted to watch againſ the Fleſh, 
as well as the World and the Devil. And to this 
agrees, the conſtant Experience of the Children 
of Gop. While they feel this Witneſs in themſelves, 


they feel a Will not wholly refigned to the Will 


kad an Heart ready to depart from him, a 
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Proneneſs to Evil in many Inſtances, and a Back - 
wardneſs to that which is Good. The contrary 
Doctrine is wholly New ; never heard of in the 
Church of Cnaisr, from the Time of his coming 
into the World, till the Time of Count Zinzendorf.. 
And it is attended with the moſt fatal Conſe- 
quences. It cuts of all watching againſt our Evil 
Nature, againſt the Delilab, which we are told is 
gone, though the is fill lying in our Boſom. It 


tears away the Shield of weak Believers, deprives | 


them of their Faith, and ſo leaves them expoſed 
to all the Aſſaults of the World, the Fleſh and the 


- 2. Let us therefore hold faſt the ſound Doctrine, 


ance delivered to the Saints, and delivered down by them 


with the written Word, to all ſucceeding Generati- 
ons: That altho? we are renewed, cleanſed, purified 
fanQified, the Moment we truly believe in Curisr, 


yet we are not then renewed, cleanſed, purified alto- 


gether : But the N, the evil Nature ſtill remains 
(though ſubdued) and wars againß the Spirit. So 
much the more, let us uſe all Diligence, in fighting 


the good Fight of Faith. So much the more earneſtly 
let us watch and pray, againſt the Enemy within. 


The more carefully let us rade to ourſelves, and pus 
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on the whole Armour of GOD: That although 
we treſile, both with Fleſh and Blvd, and with 
Principalities and Powers and wicked Spirits in bigh 
Places, we may be able to — 
— Tratans to Hand. 
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